[Hypersensitivity to antibiotics: Frequency, risks, cross-allergies (author's transl)].
The present paper gives a systematic review of the clinical manifestations of allergic reactions and the underlying immunological mechanisms. Attention is drawn to the relatively high proportion of cases of anaphylactic shock and serum disease related to the total number of cases of allergic reaction, and to the diagnostic techniques available for detection of sensitization towards antibiotics. Structural allergenicity is mentioned, using penicillin allergy as an example. The frequency of allergy to several antibiotics and the frequency of cross-reaction between penicillins and cephalosporins reported in the literature are discussed critically.